
Amit Chandra: It’s truly a wonderful privilege 
to interview my friend, who’s been not just a 
friend for longer than I’ve known Archana, 
actually, but also an inspiration and a partner 
in a journey we’ve travelled together for 32 
years. I’ve learned a lot from him, and I hope in 
the conversation today we can unlock some of 
these learnings for the benefit of the audience. 

I’m going to start with a personal example 
because topics like this can get very esoteric 
and theoretical. Nandan did a great job with a 
personal anecdote, so I’ll follow suit. 

Everyone knows the incredible 
accomplishments of Ajay. I remember being in 
complete awe of him the first time I met him 
at our family residence in Boston — I think 
the year was 1992. I just sat across from him; I 
couldn’t speak because I was in complete awe 
of this man. I came back to India, and he was on 
the board of the company I joined. He was this 
remarkable dealmaker. 

Everyone’s known about his accomplishments 
in financial services sector and, before that, in 

pharmaceuticals. But what people don’t really 
know about is something I’m going to talk 
about now. I’ve seen a lot of leaders approach 
their 60s and 70s and focus on making the next 
billion, spending time with grandchildren, or 
travelling the world and enjoying life. 

But I’ve had a ringside view of seeing Ajay do 
something very different. He’s been working on 
a project — probably the best-kept secret — to 
uplift 50 million Indians from abject poverty. 
Just soak in that number: 50 million. If they 
were ranked, they’d be the 30th largest country 
in the world. That’s equivalent to the population 
of 20 Indian states combined. To attempt this is 
not trivial. 

He’s put together an army of 5,000 field workers. 
He’s stitching together an alliance of global and 
Indian leaders to work on this. I won’t go into all 
the steps involved, but I can tell you it gives him 
a lot of sleepless nights. He’s had to put aside 
his ego and bring back his convincing powers 
to get governments, leaders, and individuals to 
work together to make it happen. 
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To me, this is probably one of the best examples of ‘profit with 
purpose.’ So, I want to begin by asking Ajay: why are you doing 
this? 

Ajay Piramal: First of all, let me congratulate President Bimal and 
First Lady Aradhana for taking over as President of my Club. It’s a 
big honour — so congratulations and all the best. 

Amit is a really good friend. More importantly, I’ve learned a lot 
from him — his commitment to doing good, his positive energy. 
He’s a truly great partner. 

You asked why I do this. I want to take an example from nature — it 
gives us air, water, and food for free. We realised the importance 
of air, oxygen during COVID. Even if you were the richest person, 
with billions, you’d still be gasping for breath and using all your 
influence just to get a supply of oxygen. 

Is there something to learn from that? Yes — it’s that we take for 
granted the things given to us freely. So, are we only going to be 
takers in this world, or are we going to give back? 

That’s what every religion tells us — we must give back. The 
philosophy is simple: when we are born, we cannot be only 
consumers. Can we leave the world a slightly better place than it 
was when we came into it? That, I believe, is the only reason I do 
this. 

Amit Chandra: Yeah, but Ajay, it’s not easy to do what you’re 
doing. You’re literally building a new Piramal organisation with 
no profit motive. The conversations are difficult — you’re asking 
people to align with your values; that often results in rejection. 
Sometimes, people just string you along. It requires aligning so 
many people. This is tough work. What keeps you going? I mean — 
why do this at this age? 

Ajay Piramal: I take inspiration from my grandfather. He was born 
in a village in Rajasthan in the 1920s. He came to Mumbai with just 
₹50 in his pocket. And before he made any significant fortune, the 
first thing he did was go back to his village and open a school. 

Remember, this was pre-Independence, and Rajasthan was quite 
conservative. The first school he opened was for girls. The second 
was for people then called “Harijan” — today known as Dalits. 
That’s the legacy I come from. I’ve been fortunate to be born in a 
home that believes in giving back — just like your parents taught 
you. 

So, why do I do it? Frankly, true happiness comes when you give. 
I’ve raised money in the good old days, as you know, and now I tell 
my team that I’ve become their salesman. But let me tell you, even 

the people you’ve connected me with — Amit is a partner in this 
crime, if I may say — have responded positively. I’ve not yet had a 
negative response. Maybe it’s out of respect for age, or maybe they 
genuinely want to help. But I truly believe most people want to do 
something positive. 

Amit Chandra: That’s wonderful. Maybe I want to shift gears a 
little bit. We are a deeply religious society, right? And you talked 
about the influence of religion as well. I follow Sikhism. I know 
you’ve read part of the Granth Sahib, as have I, and the most 
important prayer in the Guru Granth Sahib is exactly what you 
opened with — Pavan Guru Pani Pita, Mata Dharat Mahat, which 
means that unless we respect the elements of nature, we are actually 
destined to be consigned to dust.

How has religion influenced your spirituality? 

Ajay Piramal: I just want to make a little bit of a distinction here. 
Many people nowadays tell me, “I’m not religious, but I’m very 
spiritual.” I don’t understand what that means. I think it’s the same 
thing. Spirituality or religion — whatever you call it — the concepts 
are the same. These are principles you try and apply in life.

For example, I’ve been studying The Gita for more than 25 years. 
The opening of The Gita is in a battlefield. Krishna is Arjun’s 
teacher and best friend. Arjun is the best warrior in the world, and 
he is in his 20s. In the midst of the battlefield, this lesson of The 
Gita is taught. It is so relevant — that means it’s relevant for young 
people, for people who are stressed, and in the most challenging 
situations. 

There’s a lot of learning there. In some ways, some of the principles 
are universal. Whether you talk about The Gita or the Granth Sahib, 
which has maybe 5,000 references to Krishna and Ram, some of 
us don’t like to acknowledge this. These are the extremists — not 
you, Amit, let me clarify. So, I think these principles are very basic, 
and they help life. They help negotiate the challenges all of us go 
through. That’s why they’re important. 

Amit Chandra: Picking up from that, Ajay — I think some of us 
old-timers in the room, people who’ve known you from your very 
early days — people don’t really realise and appreciate what you 
started with and where you took it. And people also think that that 
line was linear, which we know it wasn’t. There were lots of ups 
and downs. 

Help us understand: how did your religious or spiritual bearings 
help you deal with some of those ups and downs? And maybe, if you 
could give us some instances of it. 

Ajay Piramal: I believe there is not a single person in the world who 
does not go through ups and downs. I’ll just give you an example 
from the Ramayan. The Lord is born — the Lord has chosen to 
come, it’s not that He is just born. 
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On Wednesday, July 9th, 2025, the Interact Club of Bharda New 
High School, Fort, hosted its much-anticipated Installation 
Ceremony at 10 am to induct the newly elected Interactors and 
Board Members. The event commenced with a warm welcome 
by the school band and was attended by Principal Mrs. Vinita 
Lewis, along with Interact Moderators Ms. Shumaila Kadri and  
Ms. Aarifa Shaikh.

The ceremony was honoured by the presence of President Bimal 
Mehta as Chief Guest and Rtn. Mudit Jain as Guest of Honour. 
Also present were Mrs. Kunti Oza and the ever-supportive Interact 
coordinator, Mr. Tejas Pawar.

Proceedings began with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp, 
symbolising the triumph of knowledge over ignorance, followed 
by a welcome address from Interact Club President Hunaif Khan. 
Interactors Aakis Mondal and Urooj Khan formally introduced the 
esteemed guests, President Bimal Mehta and Rtn. Mudit Jain.

Eleven new Interactors and four board members were formally 
inducted during the event. The badge pinning, conducted by 
the dignitaries, marked a proud milestone for the young leaders. 
Heartfelt and motivating speeches by the guests inspired a strong 
sense of purpose and responsibility among the students.

The ceremony culminated in the official oath-taking, with the 
newly elected members pledging to serve the Interact Club with 
sincerity and dedication.

The event concluded on a high note with expressions of gratitude 
to all dignitaries for their valuable presence and support, making 
the ceremony a memorable and meaningful occasion.

New Leadership Takes Charge at Bharda Interact Club



TUESDAY MEETINGS AT ROTARY CLUB OF BOMBAY

Rtn. Vivek Kothari, PP Nirav Shah &  
Rtn. Sundeep Puri PP Nirav, Supriya Khanna and guest Rtn. Jyotivardhan Jaipuria, Rtn. Mudit Jain  

and Rtn. Pavit Chhada

Rtn. Gautam Doshi, Jt. Hon. Sec. Rhea 
Bhumgara, Rtn. Akhil Sanghi & Rtn. Jagdish 

Malkani

Rtn. Alok Sekhsaria, Rtn. Mohit Jain  
and guest

Hon. Sec. Farhat Jamal, Guest, Rtn. Rina 
Deora, Rtn. Mudit Jain, Rtn. Ravi Fotedar and 

guest

Rtn. Ptn. Devina Shah, guest and PP Nirav 
Shah

Rtn. Ujjwala Singhania, Hon. Rtn. Ajay 
Piramal, Rtn. Rajylakashmi Rao Meka, 

Rtn. Ptn. Malti Jain

Rtn. Ritu Prakash Desai, Rtn. Samina 
Khorakiwala, President Bimal Mehta  

& Hon. Sec Farhat Jamal

Mr. Amit and Mrs. Archana Chandra,  
Rtn. Renu Basu and Rtn. Ptn. Malti Jain

Rtn. Rina, Rtn. Vita Dani, Rtn. Ptn. Malti Jain, 
Hon. Rtn. Ajay Piramal and guest

PP Paul George with guest Speakers Ajay 
Piramal, Amit Chandra and First Lady 

Aradhana Mehta

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1h1FX_ECeZ-Mq1zqx7dkBRPEgKncPMVhS?usp=drive_link


On Friday July 4th, 2025 the Inner Wheel Club 
of Bombay ushered in a fresh year of service 
and sisterhood with the installation of President 
Roopal Thakkar and her Executive Team for 
2025-2026.

Held at the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel the event was 
filled with warmth, purpose and celebration. 
Outgoing President Dr. Mita Roy opened the 
programme with reflections on a meaningful 
year gone by, honouring the spirit of giving that 
defines Inner Wheel.

As part of the ceremony two prestigious 
recognitions were presented - the Lata Palekar 
Endowment Fund Award to young students and 
the Mira Mehta Award to Yojana Gharat from 
Smit Foundation for their inspiring contributions.

President Bimal Mehta, of the Rotary Club of 
Bombay addressed the gathering as Guest of 
Honour, reaffirming the strong partnership and 
shared goals between Inner Wheel and Rotary. 
Chief Guest Lakshmi Singh, District Chairman 
brought energy and encouragement to the 
occasion.

The installation of Roopal Thakkar as President 
and her new team marked the beginning of a new 
year with renewed enthusiasm, deeper purpose 
and shared resolve. The event closed with a 
heartfelt vote of thanks and warm fellowship 
over lunch.

Here’s to another year of working together in 
service, support and solidarity.

A new chapter begins 
for our amazing 
Inner Wheel Club



Cubism and Indian Art: A Mesmerising Start 
to the Heritage, Art and Culture Calendar
On Sunday, July 6th, 2025, Rotary Club of Bombay’s Heritage, 
Art and Culture Committee inaugurated its year’s calendar 
with a truly captivating event — an exclusive, private guided 
tour of DAG’s latest exhibition on Cubism in modern Indian 
art. Held in collaboration with DAG, this much-anticipated 
event exceeded all expectations, attracting 37 participants 
from RCB and their partners, significantly exceeding the 
planned capacity of 25 due to overwhelming demand.

The exhibition explored the origins and evolution of Cubist 
thought, not just in the West but more significantly, its nuanced 
interpretation by modern Indian masters. The guided tour was 
led by the inimitable Kishor Singh of DAG, whose gripping 
60-minute commentary transported attendees deep into the 
aesthetic, philosophical, and emotional landscapes of the 
works on display.

Kishor began with an insightful introduction to Western 
Cubism — a radical artistic departure from naturalism and 
realism — pioneered by the likes of Picasso and Braque. He 
then beautifully mapped the journey of these ideas as they 
crossed continents and were reinterpreted by Indian artists. 
While the sharp geometricity of Western Cubism often 
shocks and confronts, Indian artists employed its techniques 
with gentler strokes, layering their compositions with deeper 
meanings, complex emotions, and cultural symbolism.

One of the standout pieces at the exhibition was Ramkinkar 
Baij’s sculpture The Poet — a haunting yet tender painted 

cement depiction of Rabindranath Tagore’s head, set on a 
wooden pedestal. Baij’s cubist approach presented Tagore 
not just as the celebrated polymath but as a deeply human 
figure, weighed down by sorrow, yet radiating resilience and 
quiet majesty. This was just one among many fascinating 
interpretations Kishor offered throughout the walkthrough, 
drawing appreciative nods and hushed gasps from the audience.

Also on display were works by some of the greatest names 
in Indian art — Rabindranath and Gaganendranath Tagore, 
Prosanti Roy, Haren Das, K.G. Subramanyan, Piraji Sagara, 
S.K. Bakre, G.R. Santosh, George Keyt, Rabin Mondal, 
Paritosh Sen, Biren De, and many more. The gallery walls were 
a visual feast, each piece whispering stories of transformation, 
multiplicity and artistic innovation. For the attendees, it was 
not just a viewing, but a deeply immersive experience of 
India’s modern art heritage.

The evening concluded on a convivial note, with tea and 
delicious snacks served amidst spirited conversation. 
Participants lingered, animatedly discussing their favourite 
works and moments from the tour.

This thoughtfully curated and flawlessly executed event was 
spearheaded by Rtn. Arish Dastur and Rtn. Ptn. Radhika Saraf. 
It marks the beginning of a promising series of exclusive tours 
with DAG for RCB members. The next exhibition, showcasing 
the works of Madhavi Parekh, is scheduled for September and 
promises to be just as enriching. Watch this space!



The Rotaract Club of Hinduja College recently 
conducted an impactful event at Bhavishya 
Yaan’s G.K. Marg School, designed to promote 
fitness and safety among students. The initiative 
featured two engaging sessions that were both 
informative and interactive.

The first session introduced students to the 
benefits of yoga, highlighting its role in enhancing 
physical health and mental well-being. It 
encouraged young minds to embrace a healthier, 
more balanced lifestyle through regular practice.

The second session focused on self-defence, led 
by a Rotaractor who holds a brown belt in martial 
arts. Students were taught basic yet effective 
techniques to protect themselves in threatening 
situations, including methods to break free from 
an attacker.

Both sessions were met with enthusiastic 
participation. The students showed great interest 
and energy, making the event a successful blend 
of education and empowerment. It was a day of 
learning, awareness, and fun—leaving a lasting 
impression on all who attended.

Rotaract Club 
Promotes Fitness 
and Safety at BY 
G.K. Marg School

BY G.K. Marg Primary School Celebrates Guru Purnima

Bhavishya Yaan’s G.K. Marg Primary School marked Guru 
Purnima with heartfelt enthusiasm, celebrating the timeless 
bond between Guru and Shishya. Students explored the spirit 
of mentorship through the story of Eklavya and moving bhajan 
renditions. The occasion offered a meaningful blend of learning and 
expression. Pupils also took part in creative activities, designing 
handmade greeting cards to convey their gratitude. The celebration 
instilled respect, reverence, and appreciation for those who guide 
them in life.
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JULY

Prabhadevi Night Study Centre, Ground Flr. Marvin Methodist Church, 
Century Bazaar, Sai Sunder Nagar, Prabhadevi ,Mumbai 4000025

Register with Rashmi 
+91 97691 40141

The Night Study Centre Committee
has arranged a project visit

for an 
Educational Study Material Distribution Activity

at the Rotary Club of Bombay
PRABHADEVI NIGHT STUDY CENTRE  







PLATINUM HOSPITAL, 
MULUND 7

SUKH SAGAR HOSPITAL, 
DAHISAR 14

SHATABDI HOSPITAL, 
GOVANDI 109

SHATABDI HOSPITAL, 
KANDIVALI 18

SAMARPAN, GHATKOPAR 86

LIFELINE MEDICARE 
HOSPITAL CHARKOP 47

DR.M.L.DHAWALE MEMORIAL 
TRUST HOSPITAL, PALGHAR 22

Director:  
Rtn. Renu Basu

Committee chair:  
Rtn. Swati Jajodia

Co-chair:  
PP Vijaykumar Jatia

Dialysis

MONTHLY PATIENT COUNT FOR MONTH OF JUNE ‘25

OPHTHALMIC OPD 1054

SPECTACLES GIVEN 86

OPERATIONS 38

PATIENT KEPT FOR 
TREATMENT 4

IOL 34

YAG LASER 11

GREEN LASER -

TOTAL 1227

Director:  
Rtn. Renu Basu

Committee chair:  
Rtn. Mihir Mody

Co-chair:  
Rtn. Meera Alreja

RCB Medical Centre, Talwada

PRVEC

GENERAL OPD 1266

DENTAL OPD 80

PEDIATRIC OPD 74

PATHOLOGY LAB 94

TB PATIENTS 27

GYNACOLOGY 7

TOTAL 1548

Director:  
Rtn. Renu Basu

Committee chair:  
Rtn. Mihir Mody

Co-chair:  
Rtn. Meera Alreja

RCB Medical Centre, Talwada

ADMC

KERATOPLASTY -

HOMEOPATHY 376

DENTAL OPD 320

OPHTHALMIC OPD 96

PAEDIATRICS OPD 46

GENERAL OPD 223

PATHOLOGY LAB 15

ECG 35

TOTAL 1121

Director:  
Rtn. Renu Basu

Committee chair:  
Rtn. Dr. Mehernosh Dotivala 

Co-chair:  
Rtn. Reema Damani

Cotton Green

TOTAL 661

K.J. SOMAIYA HOSPITAL & 
RESEARCH CENTRE, SION 37

ACHARYA SHRI RAMESH 
DIALYSIS CENTRE, ANDHERI 58

ROTARY YODA DIALYSIS 
CENTRE, SYMBIOSIS 100

SWAMI SHRADDHANAND 
HOSPITAL, VASAI WEST 62

MALLIKA HOSPITAL, 
JOGESHWARI WEST 48

ADHIKARI LIFE LINE 
HOSPITAL, BOISAR 30

AASTHA HOSPITAL, MANOR 22



July 15  
Rtn. Ptn. Nandini Narvekar
Rtn. Ptn. Smita Pachisia
Rtn. Ptn. Amisha Shroff

July 18  
Rtn. Ptn. Malti Jain
Rtn. Ptn. Dr. Papa Rao Meka
Rtn. Ptn. Ekta Shah

July 19 Rtn. Ptn. Ashutosh 
Maneklal
Rtn.Ptn. Akshi Meghani

July 21 Rtn. Ptn. Nalini Puri
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July 15 
PP Nirav  
Shah

July 15 
Rtn. Kiren 
Srivastav

July 16 
Rtn. Runit 
Shah

July 16  
Rtn. Ptn. Neelima &  
Rtn. Shailesh Patkar
July 18  
Rtn. Ptn. Dr. Renu &  
Rtn. Dr. Shailesh Raina

NEXT TUESDAY: S.V.R. Srinivas, Dharavi Redevelopment Project CEO, IAS 
and Dr. Manjiri Kamat Prof. of History, University of Mumbai, in conversation 
with  Rtn. Nandini Sampat

Shri S.V.R. Srinivas, IAS, has over 20 years of experience in urban 
infrastructure, planning, and transport. He has held key leadership 
roles in BMC, MMRDA, and MSRDC. Currently CEO of the Dharavi 
Redevelopment Project and GM of BEST, he has overseen major 
projects like Metro Rail, MTHL, and affordable housing, and led 
multistakeholder collaborations with global agencies. His expertise 
spans project structuring, urban renewal, housing policy, executing 
complex mega-projects impacting millions across Mumbai & beyond.

ROTARY CLUB OF BOMBAY 2025-26

TRUSTEES

PP Dr. Adi Dastur ARRFC & PDG Sandip Agarwalla

PP Nandan Damani PP Ashish Vaid

Rtn. Ishraq Contractor

OFFICE-BEARERS

President Bimal Mehta

IPP Satyan Israni PE Manish Reshamwala

PN Vineet Suchanti Honorary Secretary Farhat Jamal

Joint Honorary Secretary Rhea Bhumgara Treasurer Manish Sampat

CENTENARY YEAR COMMITTEE

ARRFC & PDG Sandip Agarwalla President Bimal Mehta

Additional Director PP Vijaykumar Jatia

President Bimal Mehta

Fund Raising PP Vineet Bhatnagar

Investments Mehul Sampat

CSR, Reporting& Compliance IPP Satyan Israni

PN Vineet Suchanti

Classification & Membership PP Nandan Damani

Information ARRFC & PDG Sandip Agarwalla

Overseas Scholarships Rtn. Niloufer Lam

Director Pradeep Chinai

Attendance Mahesh Khubchandani

Programmes Rina Deora

Sergeant-at-Arms Khurshed Poonawala

Director Sherebanu Baldiwala

Public Awards Anand Dalal

International Programmes Christopher Bluemel

Water Resources Siddharth Bhimrajka

Animal Welfare & Wildlife conservation Bipin Vazirani

Legal Aid and Awareness Tahera Mandviwala

Director Siddharth Bhimrajka

Child Welfare Meher Vakil

Elder Day Care Centre, Alibaug PP Ashish Vaid

Urban Nature Habitat Jamshed Vakharia

Ananda Yaan Kaushal Mehta

Transformation Salon Ratna Kapoor Sharma

Director Renu Basu

Rural Development Pulin Shroff

Heritage, Art & Culture Aditya Somani

Museum & Contemporary Arts Priyasri Patodia

RCB Medical Centre, Talwada 
Chairman Emeritus PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir

Mihir Mody

Sports for all Abhishek Saraf

Anusuya Devi Taparia College PP Pradeep Saxena

Director Akhil Sanghi

Bhavishya Yaan Jagdish Malkani

IT Innovation Labs Nikhil Sanghai

Adult Literacy Runit Shah

ESS Curriculum Gautam Doshi

Scholarships PP Preeti Mehta

Night Study Centre Jamshyd Vazifdar

Director Swati Jajodia

Cotton Green Clinic Dr. Mehernosh Dotivala

Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara

Early intervention in Neurodivergent Children PP Shernaz Vakil

Dharamshala Miral Shah

Dialysis Swati Jajodia

Director Mudit Jatia

Website, Social Media & Public Image Laxmi Maneklal

Bulletin Abhinav Aggarwal

Fellowship & In-Camera PP Vineet Bhatnagar

Assimilation Akhil Sanghi

The Rotary Foundation PP Vijaykumar Jatia

Director Jaymin Jhaveri

Sports / Yoga Hiranmay Biswas

Paediatric Heart Surgeries Natasha Treasurywala

Rotaract Clubs Amee Tanna

Satellite Club Murad Currawalla

Interact Schools Mudit Jain

July 16 
Rtn. Rekha 
Tanna

July 17 
Rtn. Dr. Indu 
Shahani

July 18 
Rtn. Kamal 
Bulchandani

July 18 
PP Framroze 
Mehta

July 19 
Rtn. Dr. Ashok 
Kirpalani

July 20 
Rtn. Pradeep 
Gupta

Dr Manjiri Kamat is Professor of History at the University of Mumbai 
and former Associate Dean, Faculty of Humanities. She earned her 
M.Phil and Ph.D from the University of Cambridge. A published 
scholar, she co-edited Bombay Before Mumbai and edited Mumbai 
Past and Present. She serves on several academic and cultural 
boards, including the CSMVS, the Mumbai Muenster Institute, and 
the Cambridge Society, Bombay. She is also an ACU Ambassador 
and Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society.


